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A Few Tricks, But LOTS of Treats!

Ray Metz, AC-B/CL
District 28 Public Relations Officer

Another Fall, another great District 28 Fall
Conference! Yes, we were pulling in chairs for the
overflow crowd at the Humorous Speech Contest.
Yes, we able to attend some outstanding workshops,
done by an outstanding set of workshop leaders.
And yes, we managed to have a GREAT time while
providing plenty of speaking and leadership
opportunities!

Congratulations and thank you to the many (and we
mean MANY) people that helped make the Fall
Conference a success, but a special thank yoweto th
Conference Co-Chairs — Scott Lockhart, CTM/CL
and Tony Slawinski, DTM, PDG. Scott and Tony
created a strong team to provide attendees with a
conference that was strong from an educational
point of view, but a lot of fun as well. As Madam
Zarina would have said at Friday Fun Night... “I
see in my crystal ball... many happy attendees!”
The Communication and Leadership Award
luncheon was an opportunity to recognize an
important member of the community — Dr. S.

Amjad Hussain. Dr. Hussain has proven himself to
be an important community leader in Northwest
Ohio and across the world. He has also been a
voice of reason at important times. He completely
held the luncheon audience’s attention with his
speech and their admiration of his life and work
grew as a result.

And what would a District Conference be without
two outstanding District Contests? This was no
exception. (See page 2 for more information.)

Those that attended have received an online
evaluation form from Jason Schumacher. Thank
you to everyone who has taken the time to respond
to this evaluation. Receiving feedback allowsaus t
know what went well, and maybe more importantly,
what attendees would like to see different.

And don’t forget to mark April 24-25, 2009 on your
calendars for the Spring Conference! For more
information about what is sure to be another
outstanding conference next spring, read the articl
about our Spring Conference on page 5.
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District 28 Governor Kevin Olmstead presents
the Communication & Leadership Award to
Dr. S. Amjad Hussain



SPEECH CONTEST WINNERS

Congratulations to our Fall 2008 District 28 speeghtest winners:

Table Topics:

1% Place — Tom Jablonowski, Speaker’s Club
2" Place — Martin Lassers, CTM, Rochester
3% Place — Sue Telford, CTM/CL, Credible Communicsitor

L to R: Martin, Sue, and Tom
Humorous Speech:

1% Place — Mary Comfort, AC-S/CL, Tier 1 Talkers
2" Place — Tom Schlack, DTM, Unity IV Toastmasters
3 Place — Guru Vemulakonda, CC, Ford Toastmasters

L to R: Guru, Mary and Tom

DISTRICT 28 HALL OF FAME

The following special awards were announced aty&&s’s Hall of Fame ceremony, held at the Fall&00
District 28 Conference:

Chris Hiller Award: # 922017 Odette School of Biesia Toastmasters (150% increase)
Harold Eastman Award: Odette School of Businessifoasters, # 922017 Odette School of Business
Toastmasters (33 new members)

Area Governor of the Year: Robynn Diamond, DTM, A&8
Division Governor of the Year: Vera Johnson, DTMyiBion G
Toastmaster of the Year: Pamela McKerreghan, DTM

Long Term Achievement Award: Jolene B. Weaver, DADG
Unsung Hero(es): Mary Comfort, AC-S/CL and Mikendfort, CTM/AL-B

Proof that Friday Fun
Night was really
funi!!

Special Thanks to
Max Kohr, DTM, for
all the conference
photos.



Winter TLIs — Coming Soon!

Kevin Olmstead, DTM
District Governor

I's November, and that means January isn’t far
away--and that means that, like turkey dinners,
Santa Claus, bowl games, and constant showings of
‘It's a Wonderful Life”, the second round of club
officer training is almost here!!! If you're aul)

officer (or want to become one), whether you took
office in July or January, you should try to attend
one of the Toastmasters Leadership Institute

sessions to get tips on how to do your job better.
addition, getting 4 officers trained at this sessio

will complete the training goal for the Distinguesh
Club Program. The Saturday morning sessions will
at the University of Michigan-Dearborn (January
10, 2009) and Owens Community College in
Perrysburg, OH (January 31, 2009). Further details
will be announced.

Dues Renewals — What About Your Unpaid Members?

Club dues were “due” on October 1, but often weehav
a few members whose renewals were not submitted.
Maybe they missed several meetings, or didn’t bring
their checkbook, or the Treasurer just forgot alout
after submitting the rest of the club’s dues.

Please take a few minutes to review the club’srost
(available in the “Conduct Club Business” sectién o
the Tl website). If you have unrenewed members,
find out why. If it was an oversight, just get the
payment in to HQ asap. The list may also include
individuals whom you know have left the club for
various reasons. For any members whose status is
unknown, we are asking that you speak with them and
encourage their continued membership.

If a member isn’t planning to renew, find out why.
the member has moved, offer to help him or her &nd
new club. If they say they have decided to drap ou
politely ask for the reason. There might be a |emb
that you can fix so that the member returns. Or, a
least, you can deal with the problem to prevenirgt
departures.

NOTE: On October 31, Tl headquarters sent outan e
mail entitled “Your Toastmasters Membership” to all
Toastmasters whose dues in one or more clubs has
lapsed. We recommend that you mention this this
when you contact your lapsed members.

The Cornerstone goes Electronic

You are readind he Cornerstonehe official newsletter for our District. As gudt is the only communication
that the District has directly with every membethin our District, as we give YOU important infortican
about upcoming contests, officer training confeesn@and educational award opportunities.

We are committed to continuing to provide this @umformation link to our members. However, pitigy

and mailingThe Cornerstonés very expensive. In 2006, it cost us roughlg@1Lto print and mail each edition
out to each of the roughly 1800 members of ourrigist To better utilize our resources, the Digtdonverted
publication to a primarily electronic format, wighPDF posted on the District website,
www.d28toastmasters.org. We do realize that soineeir members have older computer systems or no
computer at all, and so have limited or no acoeskd Internet. Others simply prefer to receiyeiated copy

of the newsletter.

If you would prefer to receive your issuesldfe Cornerstonen paper form, please let us know by sending an
e-mail toPRO@d28toastmasters.agby sending a note to the Cornerstone Editoe WM then happily put
you on the list to receive a mailed or hand-debdecopy of the newsletter.




Giving Thanks

Kevin Olmstead, DTM
District 28 Governor

As we move into November and
enter the middle third of the
Toastmaster year, thoughts may
turn to various subjects that have nothing to ddwi
communication and leadership. Things like: love
for family; the holidays (coming up far too
quickly"); the U.S. and Canadian national election
seasons just past; our collective and individual
futures.

It's at times like these that we, in our own ways,
give thanks that we in District 28 live in demoarat
countries--countries where administrations change
over without violence. Countries where we are free
to vote as we wish, express our opinions, associate
with whoever we want to, raise our families as we
choose, and travel when and where we like,
including between our two countries.

We who are Toastmasters certainly benefit from
those freedoms, as we are able to pick what club(s)
we want to belong to, and can pretty much say what
we wish in our meetings. Not only that, we can

take our speaking skills “on the road” and freely t
to persuade others about our position on various
issues or candidates. Some of our fellow
Toastmasters around the world don’t have such
freedoms--that’'s why we should appreciate those
freedoms that we have been blessed with all the
more, and perhaps take advantage of those
freedoms, both publicly and personally.

Over the next two months, many clubs traditionally
hold parties and take a little time off. Enjoy $ko
parties, and use the free time to spend with your
family and friends during the holidays. | encaea
all of you, though, to keep your eyes open for
speech topics as you go through the holidays, so
that you can come back in 2009 with a renewed
sense of purpose. Come back ready to continue
working on your communication and leadership
goals, and to help your club and your fellow club
members meet their goals as well.

Happy Holidays to you and yours!

2008-2009 in District 28—The Story So Far

As a District team, we have achieved great things i
the first third of the Toastmasters year. We've
chartered SIX new clubs, and generated seven
Distinguished Toastmaster awards. We're over
halfway to the Toastmasters-set goal of 43
Advanced Communicator awards, and we're over
43% of the way to our member payment goal.
We're a little behind on progress toward our
Competent Communicator award goal, but we still
have two-thirds of the year left to get there.

We still have some work to do meet all our District
Division, Area, and Club goals---but by working as
a Team, | know District 28 will come through with
flying colors, so that this time next year, we can
again give thanks for all our freedoms, our farmsilie
our ever-developing communication and leadership
skills, and our friends both inside and outside
Toastmasters.

District 28 “Race for the DCP” Program

This contest will recognize clubs that achieve iDgished Club status (or higher) by the time &f 8pring
District 28 Conference, scheduled for April 24-2809. Details to be announced!



Spring is on the Horizon and so is Our Next Confenmece

Stephanie Coleman, AC-G/CL
Spring 2009 Conference Chair

As we all adjust to the shorter days, the cold @ind
course the snow, think positive thoughts that gprin
is only five months away and so is the next
Toastmasters district conference! The Spring
Conference will be held at The Westin Southfield
Detroit Hotel in Southfield, Ml on April 24- 25,

2009. The conference committees are already hard
at work planning a great conference. In additmn t
wonderful workshops, effective evaluations and
spectacular speeches our Toastmasters International
President, Jana Barnhill, DTM, AS, will be at the
conference! This is a great opportunity to have
your new Toastmasters go to the conference and
hear the top person in the Toastmasters organizatio
speak.

The theme of the conference will behe Courage

to Conquer: Create Your Destiny!” Each of us is

in charge of our lives and the direction it takes.

What is the next goal you are striving to achieve?
your goal is to reach out and volunteer, we would
love to have you help make the Spring Conference a
success by volunteering your time and/or talerifs.

your goal is to stretch your presentation skiksnk
about giving one of the workshops. (I just did for

the Fall Conference and I'm glad | did!) If your

goal is to win a free conference package, we can
help you with that one as well. We will be holding

a pre-registration drawing at each of the
Toastmasters Leadership Institute sessions in
January. The TLIs will be held at University of
Michigan-Dearborn on Saturday, January 10 and at
Owens Community College on Saturday, January
31. For a deposit of $20 (which goes toward your
registration fee), you will be entered into a dnagi

to win a full conference package FREE. The cost of
the conference package is $100 but the benefits you
gain are truly priceless.

| invite each one of you to take a positive step in
creating your successful destiny and come to the
Spring Conference April 24-25, 20080r any
guestions, to volunteer to help or to submit a
workshop presentation, please contact Stephanie
Coleman at scolem13@ford.com

Area Governor Visits — Round Two

Area Governors will soon be scheduling the second
round of club visits. Each visit will include the
completion of the “Area Report of Club Visit Form”
with the club officers. Your responses are very
important, as they help the District Leadership
Team with future planning!

A pdf of the form is available at
https://ecommerce.toastmasters.org/ecommerce/tim
ssnet_new/timssnet/district/documents/1471-
AreaRepClubVisit.pdf)

Club Officer Elections

Does your club elect officers TWICE a year? |If
so, now is the time do to so. Afterwards, don
forget to submit your updated officer list to Tl
headquarters via the Club Business section of
www.toastmasters.ofigflembers,aspx. Clubs
that elect semi-annually must submit this offiger
list to Tl no later than December 31, 2008, in
order to receive credit in the Distinguished Club
Program. Also, please make sure that these
newly elected officers attend Club Officer

Training

~—+

Cornerstone ldeas?

If you have a story idea or comment
you would like to share, please
email Cornerstone Editor
Karen Holland at:

Cornerstone@d?28toastmasters.org




Welcome to the District!

Walbridge Toastmasters(#1225174)

chartered on September 9, 2008. The company
club, located in Detroit, Michigan, is in

Division F, Area 26. Club Sponsors are Karen
Holland, DTM and Vera Johnson, DTM. The
Club Mentors are Anjali Gamble, CC, CL and
Jeffery Kirsch, ACB, ALB. The Sponsoring
Club is Compucators.

Confident Communicators (#1196053)

chartered on October 16, 2008. The community
club, located in Washington Township, is in
Division E, Area 24. Club Sponsors are Jeanne
Beauvais, AC-B and Bill Roberts, DTM, PDG.
The Club Mentor is Rick Knill.

Chatham on the Thames Toastmasters
(#1155850), chartered on October 23, 2008.
This community club, located in Chatham,
Ontario, is in Division F, Area 27. The Club
Sponsors are Pat Zimmer, CTM, CL and Frank
Vajdik, CTM. The Club Mentors are Rose
Kucharuk, CC and Pat Zimmer, CTM, CL. The
Sponsoring Club is Chatham Toastmasters.

Deacon's Ministry Third New Hope
Toastmasters(#1131981) chartered on October 27,
2008. This community club, located in Detroitiris
Division F, Area 28 The Club Sponsors are
Dorothy Carlisle, ATM-G and Miguel Pope,
CTM. The Club Mentor is Michele Pierrie,
AC-B/CL.

Take My Office, Please!

Karen Holland, DTM
District 28 Immediate Past District Governor

At the Spring District Council Meeting during the
Spring Conference, club leaders will have the
opportunity to select our next District Executive
Leadership Team and the Division Governors.

If you have ever desired to serve as the District
Governor, Lieutenant Governor of Education and
Training, Lieutenant Governor of Marketing, or as
one of the eight Division Governors, you should
make your candidacy known to me in my role as
Nominating Committee Chair.

Nomination forms will be available in January and
interviews with the Nominating Committee will be
conducted in February. Those not receiving a

nomination from the Nominating Committee,
provided that the candidate meets all requirements
for office, as outlined by Toastmasters Internalpn
may choose to run from the floor during the Spring
District Council Meeting, scheduled for Saturday,
April 25, 2009, at the Westin Southfield in
Southfield, Michigan.

Look for additional material to be posted to the
d28toastmasters.org website as well as emails from
the District Executive Leadership Team and
announcements from your Area Governors. In the
meantime, if you have questions, feel free to adnta
me at IPDG@d28toastmasters.org or (w) 313-593-
5330

Toastmasters Leadership Institute — Save the Dates

Please plan to attend ONE of these sessions:

Saturday, January 10, 2009:
Saturday, January 31, 2009:

University of Michidgaearborn
Owens Community Callegaysburg, OH



Success! A Huge Open House held by iTalk Toastmas$

Stephanie Coleman, AC-G/CL
President, iTalk Toastmasters

Membership growth is particularly difficult in autd
hosted by a company that is downsizing. In truth
membership growth is difficult in every club. What
do? After hearing about the concept of a WOW Open
House my home club, the iTalk Toastmasters, dediaed
give it a try.

Our VP of Public Relations Ravi Koorapati set tlae b
high and wanted between 50-100 people in attendance
That was the goal and vision for our entire clud an
everyone worked hard to make that happen. On
September 12, 2008 our

open house had over 70

people attend that came

from all different Ford

buildings. As a result

of the open house our

next couple of meetings

averaged 8 guests, we

gained 2 new members and had 14 people sign wup for
Speechcraft that started in the following weekeratie
open house. How did we do it? Below are the vital
steps we used and we hope you are able to use@ome
all of them to benefit your own Toastmaster club!

1. We began preparing for the open house 1 month in
advance. This allowed time to prepare and to
publicize the open house.

2. The next step was finding a guest speaker. We
wanted to find someone that no one had heard
before, was from outside Ford and was an excellent
speaker. Jeff Hampton graciously accepted the
invitation and WOW'd our audience

3. How to advertise the open house was the next
guestion to tackle. We asked the question whiat is
common between what our target audience wants to
learn and what Toastmaster has to offer. Leadegrshi
was the answer. Any event dealing with Leadership
always draws a large audience at Ford and
Toastmasters has an excellent Leadership track.
Joanne Dzieszkowski, Ravi Koorapati and Steve
Alexander took this task on and you could not find
one area in our building that didn't have a flyeiito
for the open house.

4. With the theme in hand the open house was
advertized as a "Leadership Development Open
House" hosted by our Toastmaster club.

5. For the open house we advertised with flyers in the
different Ford buildings, emails to different gresup
within Ford, an article on Ford's website for imizr
news and huge posters placed throughout the

buildings. The more places to advertise the hetter
You can never advertise too much.

6. For the open house we had food present
(sandwiches, chips, cookies and pop). If you have
food they will come was certainly true.

7. To make it easy to find the conference room on the
day of the open house our VP of Membership
Joanne Dzieszkowski created and placed huge cut
outs in the shape of feet leading to the room.th@n
huge footprints were words describing the open
house.

8. Greeters were at the door and in the room to
welcome everyone to the open house, answer any
guestions and talk about our Toastmaster group.
Larry Beggs, Venkata Maramraju, Linda Feng,
Sheryl Blacksher and Steve Miller all made sure the
focus was on our guests and made the first
impression of the open house a very positive one.

9. Jeff Hampton gave a presentation that focused on
Leadership. Toastmasters was certainly a piece of
his speech but the main point of the presentation
provided Leadership tips and tools for the audience
to take away.

10. Various members then provided short testimonials
about why they joined Toastmasters. We had
seasoned Toastmasters Larry Beggs and Innocent
Agomuoh talk. Followed by new Toastmasters Ravi
and Joanne that also helped plan the open house.

11. To add more excitement to the open house we held a
door prize giving away two books on leadership. In
order to enter the raffle we asked each guestito fi
out a form, which include name and email address.
This allowed us to contact our guests following the
open house.

12. Emails were sent
out to each guest
inviting them to
our next
Toastmaster
meeting and
thanking them for
their attendance.

iTalk Toastmasters not only held a very successgah
house but also had a lot of fun preparing it. \Watwour
Toastmaster club to be successful in hosting @&m dpuse
as well and the above points were the keys to utoess.
If you have any questions please feel free to cbmie,
Stephanie Coleman, at scolem13@ford.com



Membership Building Contests

Grow! Grow! Grow! — Part Il
District 28 Contest

This District 28 membership building contest is
designed to reward clubs that continue to
GROW!

“Grow! Grow! Grow!” — Part Il is an excellent
opportunity to help your club build its
membership AND earn the chance to win
valuable prizes—TI catalog gift certificates.
Here’s how it works:

For clubs with a base membership on
October 1 of 12 members or fewer: Of these
clubs, those that add 1, 2, 3 or 4

new members between October 1-December

31, 2008, will be entered into a random
drawing. One prize ($15 in gift certificates
for the Toastmasters International bookstore,
l.e., the stuff you order through TI
headquarters) will be available for every ten
gualified clubs.

In order to share the wealth, winner(s) in
this first category will be pulled out of the
next drawing.

Any clubs that add 4-7 new, dual or
reinstated members between October 1-
December 31, 2008, will be entered into
random drawing #2. One prize ($15 in gift
certificates for the Toastmasters
International bookstore) will be available for
every ten qualified clubs.

Again, winner(s) in this second category
will be pulled out of the next drawing.

Clubs that add 8 or more new, dual or
reinstated members between October 1-
December 31, 2008, will be entered into
random drawing #3. One prize ($15 in gift
certificates for the Toastmasters
International bookstore) will be available for
every ten qualified clubs.

All prizes are awarded to the clubs.
Questions about the contest? Contact Vera
Johnson at LGM@d28toastmasters.org.

Grow! Grow! Grow! — Part | Results

Congratulations to the following clubs that won
$15 TI gift certificates during the first phase of

the contest, which ran July 1 — September 30,

2008:

Drawings for Clubs with 42 Member Base:
1 new member: Frankly Speaking, Leamington
2 new members: Lenawee Evening Toast, Unity
3 new members: Tankmaster

Drawings for Clubs with > 12 Member Base:
4+ new members: Novi, Washtenaw

The Smedley Award Results — Tl Contest

Named for TI's founder, Dr. Ralph C. Smedley,
this program recognizes clubs that add five or
more new members during the months of
August and September, 2008. Congratulations
to:
The Toast of Dearborn 7 new members
Dearborn Dynamic 6 new members
DTE Energy Speech Masters 6 new members

NSF 6 new members
Birmingham 5 new members
Huron Valley 5 new members

5 new members
5 new members

Michigan Toastmasters
Windsor Toastmasters

For more information on the Annual
Membership Program, The Smedley Award, and
other Tl-sponsored membership building
contests, visit the Tl web site:
http://www.toastmasters.org/NonNavigableDocs/
MembershipContests.aspx



The Great Teddy Bear Round-Up

Kathy Schultz, CC/CL
Area 11 Governor

Toastmasters International President Jana Barnhill,
DTM/AS, will celebrate her 50th birthday on
February 1, 2009. There is a High Performance
Leadership Project underway called "Project Jana:
Part II" that encourages individuals, clubs, areas,
divisions, or districts to undertake projects ttexxi
fifty of something and send them to President
Barnhill. (See the article below for more
information.)

Many Divisions and Areas have come up with a
unique way to celebrate her birthday. As a District
we are conducting The Great Teddy Bear Round-
Up. This involves collecting at least 50 teddy Isear
to be donated to various organizations, which will
in turn be given to young children to help comfort
them in a time of crisis.

| am chairing this effort as my High Performance
Leadership Project, along with the assistance of
Karen Holland and Stephanie Coleman.

We started the collection of teddy bears at the
District's Fall Conference and will continue thrbug
the January 10, 2009, Toastmasters Leadership
Institute (a.k.a. club officer training) at UM-
Dearborn. Toastmasters are encouraged to donate a
NEW teddy bear and either:

give it to your Area Governor to bring to the
January 3 District Executive Committee
meeting, or

bring it to the TLI on January 10th while
attending training.

All donations are tax-deductible. Please complete a
donation sheet and entry form for each teddy bear
donated. Multiple donations are most welcome!
(Form included in this issue of The Cornerstone.)
The more teddy bears you donate (fill out an entry
form for each one) the more times your name is
entered in the drawing.

As an extra incentive to donors, a drawing will be
conducted on January 10. One winner will receive a
silver ribbon with his/her name on it, suitable for
placement on the club's banner.

We plan to take a group photo of teddy bears, and
send it along with a list of donor names, to
President Barnhill. We think that this will be a&gt
surprise for her.

If you have any questions about The Great Teddy
Bear Round-Up, please feel free to contact me at
kschultz1707@gmail.com or via (cell) 734-604-

6002. Thank you beary much for your generosity!

Project Jana: Part

In 2006, a High Performance Leadership Project was
developed to encourage Toastmasters from around the
globe to send birthday greetings to then 3rd Vice
President Jana Barnhill. On and around February 1,
2007, she heard from hundreds of Toastmasters via
telephone, e-mail and greeting card. She loved it!

Afterward, we were informed that on February 1,200
International President Jana Barnhill will turn a0d
encouraged (by her husband, Bob Barnhill, DTM, AS,
PIP) to “Top that!” We are asking Toastmastersiro
around the world to work individually, as clubs,asr

Districts and send Jana Barnhill

FIFTY of SOMETHING.

All we ask is that:

- You schedule delivery for on or
around February 1, 2009
Identify the Toastmasters
group(s) to which you belong
Follow all applicable rules about shipping and gppl
sufficient postage.

For more information, contact:
ProjectJana@DearbornDynamic.com

District 28 Projects Underway
Great Teddy Bear Round-Up — Kathy Schultz (seelaréibove)
Division E is encouraging members of clubs withiattdivision to submit 50 educational awards (CC; A
B, AC-S, AC-G, CL, AL-B, AL-S, or DTM) prior to Fehary 1, 2009.

??7? You tell us!



The Wheels on the Bus....

Karen Holland, DTM
Immediate Past District Governor

...were painted many colors by my great-nephew as
part of the Great School Bus Race Project. (He was
the perfect height for the job!) Others painteel th
rest of the bus, even the roof, with phrases like:

www.d28toastmasters.org

I’'m a leader! Follow me!

Extreme vocal variety!

...and drew a talking mouth on the front. (We
arrived to find our school bus had no hood or front
fenders, and making the best of it, redesigned the
mouth to look like the character “Tow Mater” from
the animated film “Cars.”)

Wait! We what? Let’s give you some history.

Twice a year, Flat Rock Speedway hosts an unusual
event involving figure-8 races with retired school
buses. It's very popular, with sell-out crowdsheT
buses are sponsored by local companies and
organizations, and driven by professional racers.
The sponsors get to paint the buses, are promynentl
listed in the program, and mentioned numerous
times that night over the public address systes. It

a combination race and demolition derby, where the
buses swerve, crash, and FLIP OVER. Usually, the
winner is the lone bus that still moves at the ehd
the night.

The Great School Bus Race Project was developed
as a High Performance Leadership Project by a
small group of District 28 Toastmasters who saw it
as an innovative means of marketing District 28,

and perhaps generate enough interest in
Toastmasters that we’d be able to start a community
club in or around Flat Rock, Michigan.

Attendees paid for their own tickets to the race] a
additional “sponsorship” was secured from Gene’s
Towing. (Race cars alwaymve sponsors, and what
is more appropriate than a towing service?) The
whole project was designed to cost less than $100,
thanks to mis-tinted paint purchased for $5/gallon,
donated supplies, and volunteer labor.

We had a blast painting the bus on September 10.
Kudos to the D28 painting crew: Al & Marilyn
Albee, Frank Cooper, Ray Metz, Kevin Olmstead,
and Jason Schumacher, and to Laura and Nelson
Haydamacker for customizing the wheels.

Unfortunately, that Saturday’s race was postponed
twice due to rain, and was rescheduled for the next
Friday evening, the night of a key area speech
contest. Those who could still make it tossed Mard
Gras-style beads (with Toastmaster cards attached)
to the audience, and cheered every time our name
was mentioned over the P.A. Our bus did great in
the preliminary heats, but took a direct hit in the
“mouth” early in the finals. Too bad we couldn’t
get an “after” photo of our bus. He looked like he
was in dire need of dental work. (Anyone know an
orthodontist who might want to sponsor our bus
next year?)

Speaking of next year, what are you doing on
Saturday, September 12, 2009? Plan on joining us,
to help us make the wheels on the bus go round and
round....

10



Communication and Leadership Contests

Kevin Olmstead, DTM
District Governor

In honor of the 2008 Olympics, the Educational
Contests for the first quarter had an athletic #em
and you didn’t even have to break a sweat to win!

0

The Toastmasters Decathlon

Completing a Toastmasters
Competent Communicator (CC)
or Advanced Communicator
(AC) Award requires 10 events,
or speeches---and isn’'t nearly as
grueling as its Olympic counterpart (unless you
choose to do 10 speeches at 10 different meetngs i
two days, something we strongly discourage).

Toastmasters who completed a CC or an AC (any
type) and submitted it to World Headquarters
between July 1 and September 30, 2008, were
eligible for this drawing. This means you not only
won your own “gold medal”, but you had at least a
1 in 10 chance of winning--not a laurel wreath or a
bouquet--but a gift certificate to the Toastmasters
International Bookstore. You could use it to get
more manuals so you can start in on your next goal.

Congratulations to the following:

CCs: 3 winners: Diane Bowden, St. Clair
River; Kate Pepin, The Toast of Dearborn; Mike
Steklac, Washtenaw

AC-B: 1 winner: Anthony Ross, Toastaholics
AC-S: 1 winner: Ruth Miller, Buckeye

ACG: 1 winner: Robynn Diamond,
Toastmasters on Greenfield

Anchor Your Club %Pm/\%

In athletics, the

“Anchor Man” or “Anchor Woman” goes last in a
relay race. Their job is to lead the team to vigto
by being aware of how the team stands and
finishing strong. . YOU can anchor your
Toastmasters club by taking meeting and club
officer roles, thus leading the club in achievitgy i
goals. When you do that, you'll be earning a
Competent Leader (CL) or Advanced Leader (AL)
award.

If you who completed your “anchor leg” and
submitted a CL or AL (either type) award between
July 1 and September 30, 2008, you not only
anchored your club to victory, you had at leasta 1
in 10 chance of winning something beyond the
undying gratitude of your fellow club members--a
gift certificate for the Toastmasters International
Bookstore. With that, you can get more materials t
help you anchor another race!

Congratulations to the following:

CL: 2 winners: Dulce Renaud, Northern,
Harold Vroman, Dearborn Dynamic

AL-B: 2 winners: Paul Anderson, Tankmaster,
Pam Jones, Toastaholics

AL-S: 1 winner: Marilyn Albee, Optimistic
Orators

Communication and Leadership Contests — Round Il

The next round of educational contests for District
28 will cover communication and leadership awards
submitted during the months of October, November

and December, 2008. The format for these contests
will remain the same, as will the prizes.

Watch your e-mail for reminders regarding these
contests!
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Plan Ahead for Speech Contests!

Now that the fall speech contest season has
concluded, it's time to start thinking speech
topics for the spring contest season!

The Spring 2009 District 28 Speech Contest
Season will be here before you know it!
Contests this season include the International
Speech and Evaluation competitions. Clubs
should be planning contests in Evaluation and
International Speech to occur in January or
February

The contests will culminate in the District
Finals at the Spring Conference in April, with
the winner in the International Speech contest
advancing to the Region VI competition in
Cleveland in June, and possibly the World
Championship of Public Speaking in

Connecticut in August. If you need guidance in
setting up your club contests, contact your Area

Governor or Nancy Zychowicz, District Lt.
Governor of Education and Training.

The schedule for individual area and division-
level contests will be posted to the Contests
section of the District website
(www.d28toastmasters.drgs they are
scheduled.

NOTE: Make sure to utilize the 2009 version

of the Speech Contest Rules. One copy of these

rules is

For details on how to conduct a speech
contest and helpful hints to ensure success,
please review the handouts attached to the
District 28 website under
“Resources/Education.”

If your club does not already have copies, 2009
Contest Manuals (#1173) and Rules (#1171
are available from the Tl on-line store,
www.toastmasters.org

Questions regarding how to run a speech
contest? Questions regarding contest
judging issues? Contact the LGET at:
LGET@D28 toastmasters.org

sent to each club president of record. Rules are

also posted to the Tl website, under
http://www.toastmasters.org/NonNavigableDoc
s/Rules_1.aspx

The basic schedule is as follows:

Level No earlier than No later than

Club Contests January 1, 2009 February 29,
20089

Area Contests March 1, 2009 April 4, 2009

Division Contests April 5, 2009 April 18, 2009

Level Date Location

District 28 Friday, April 24, Westin

Evaluation Contest 2009 Southfield

District 28 Int'| Speech| Saturday, April 25, | Westin

Contest 2009 Southfield

Have an idea for an article?

Tell us about it!!!
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Savethedates. April 24 - 25, 2009
For an EXTRAORDINARY event
featuring
A Visit and Keynote Address from
| nternational President JANA BARNHILL

|n addition, expect ...

To grow your communication skills and personal
development through outstanding wor kshops;

To beamazed at the skill of Evaluation
contestants;

To beinspired by our International Speech
contestants,

To be glad you came!

14
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Cornerstone Staff and Publishing Information

The Cornerstone is an information Toastmasters International is the leading
tool for members and the general movement devoted to making effective oral
public of District 28. Comments communication a worldwide reality.
and ideas are always welcome.
Mail them to: Through its member Clubs,
Toastmasters International helps men
Karen Holland, DTM, IIPDG and women learn the arts of speaking,
22949 Columbia listening and thinking — vital skills that
Dearborn, Ml 48124 promote self-actualization, enhance
leadership, foster human
Publisher: Kevin Olmstead, DTM understanding, and contribute to the
Managing Editor: betterment of mankind.
Karen Holland, DTM, IPDG
Lt. Governor Education & It is basic to this mission that
Training: Nancy Zychowicz, Toastmasters International continually
DTM expand its worldwide network of
Lt. Governor Marketing: Vera Clubs, thereby offering ever-greater
Johnson, DTM numbers of people the opportunity to

benefit from its programs.

District 28 of Toastmasters International
c/o 22949 Columbia
Dearborn, Ml 48124



